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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU, DEAR BISHOP

27 April 2021

Most Rev. Dr Peter Paul Saldanha
Bishop of Mangalore

Successor of the Apostles you are...

A Bishop who teaches the word of God,

A Bishop who not only has the smell of the sheep,

A Bishop who touches the heart of his flock.

A Bishop whose smile actually means “I love you,”

A Bishop whose eyes say “I'm praying for you"

A Bishop whose lessons from the pulpit offer inspiration
A Bishop we appreciate and love,

A Bishop who we are proud to call “our own!”

On your Birthday today, our prayers and wishes are that Lord bless you and keep
you; the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift

up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Clergy, Religious, and Lay Faithful of the Diocese of Mangalore
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BISHOP’S PROGRAMME FOR APRIL 2021
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Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Cathedral
Good Friday Liturgy, Kodialbail Chapel
Easter Vigil, Cathedral

Easter Mass, Nidpally

Blessing of the Study House, Neermarga
Ordination, Belthangady

Centenary Celebration, St Agnes College
450™ Anniversary, Kundapur Parish
Centenary Celebration, Sastan
Confirmation, Thodambila

Ordination, St Ann’s Friary

Pastoral Visit, Indubettu Parish

Final Profession, Ursuline Sisters,
Valencia

Final Profession, St. Ann’s Providence,
Angelore

Ordination of Deacons of Mangalore
Diocese to Priesthood, Cathedral

Pastoral Visit, Kumbla
Golden Jubilee, Bethany Sisters, Bendur
Confirmation, Puttur

Ordination, Saverapura

Bishop Meets in the Forenoon:

Diocesan Clergy, 6; Religious Priests and Sisters, 8;

Lay Faithful, 12
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE FOR APRIL 2021

The Paschal Triduum with Standard Operating Procedures:
While as a Christian community, we earnestly desire to come
together to contemplate the passion, death, and resurrection of
our Lord, in the context of a surge in the Covid-19 cases, we
need to be careful regarding the protection of the people from
the possible contagion when we share the place in close proximity.
As of now, the Government of Karnataka and the local
administration have issued guidelines. We shall follow them and
act accordingly. The Holy Week ceremonies can be transmitted
via Online Services. Care must be taken to maintain the sanctity
and seriousness of the whole event and avoid any sort of mere
dramatizing.

The Lord’s Supper: The Holy Thursday with the celebration of
the Last Supper, together with the washing of the feet and the
New Commandment by our Lord forms the opening day of this
month. On this day, we enter into a great mystery played out in
the last few hours of Christ’s earthly life. Laden with a heavy
heart and yet with a firm resolve to meet that “hour” determined
by the Father, Christ has celebrated the Last Supper and he has
left a memorial in remembrance of his great sacrifice, for us and
for our salvation.

Normally, the collection made during the Maundy Thursday
celebration is meant for the Priests’ Aid Fund. Our priests, both
retired and those in active service, deserve decent and dignified
living. Our contribution is our way of telling them that we care
for them. Proper announcements must be made to inform the
faithful about the purpose of their contribution. The Parish Priests
and Religious Priests in charge of the chapels/oratories where
the ceremonies are conducted with the participation of the faithful
are to send the collection to the diocesan Procurator.

Good Friday: The Creed summarises the public life of Jesus
with one word, “suffered”. Jesus too understood that his whole
life and work was directed towards this “hour”. The day of the
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Lord’s Passion helps us to contemplate his great sacrifice of love
to save us, “knowing that [we] were ransomed from the futile
ways inherited from [our] forefathers, not with perishable things
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like
that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (1 Pet 1: 19). St Paul also
reminds of the great sacrifice of love made by Jesus Christ: “you
are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body” (1 Cor 6: 20).

The Good Friday of the Passion of the Lord is a great
privilege given to us. Let us spend this day with deep contemplation
on the Crucified, who loved us and gave himself for us (cf. Gal
2: 20). Our fast, abstinence and prayer is the expression of our
gratitude towards him. Whatever we have saved and offer as
sacrificial love offering must be seen as a loving response to the
love of our Lord. Whatever we collect today will be sent for the
upkeep of the holy places in the land our Lord was born and for
his little brothers and sisters.

Holy Saturday and Descent among the Dead: This day invites
us to grand silence, as the Great King goes to wake up those
who have fallen asleep. The Word of God falls silent on earth,
but he communicates with those waiting for their redemption. To
manifest that he truly died, his burial bears testimony. In the
utmost loneliness, he preached love to the dead. St Peter expressed
that Jesus “went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because
they formerly did not obey” (1 Pet 3: 19). The redemptive act of
the Cross was by no means intended solely for the living, but also
includes in iteslf all those who died before and after it. This day
invites us to wait with hope that the Lord will rise as he has
promised, and he will raise our mortal bodies so that we who are
mortal are rendered immortal. Let us give unreservedly into the
hands of God as Jesus, our Master did. The Office of Reading
of the day has a wonderful homily of ancient times, in which the
preacher tells us that our Lord invites Adam and all those who
succeeded him to come to heaven. From Holy Saturday onward,
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death becomes purification and prepares humanity to receive
salvation.

Easter Sunday: “Raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures” (1 Cor 15: 4), confesses Paul, and he claims that he
too has seen the Lord. “And if Christ has not been raised [our]
faith is futile and [we] are still in [our] sins” (1 Cor 15: 17).
Jesus’ apparitions and empowering of his disciples have been
clear indications that he has changed human history, where death
has given way to life. Death does not have anymore the last
word. “Death is swallowed up in victory” (1 Cor 15: 54). Let the
resurrection of Jesus be the beacon of light to implant the seeds
of hope in the lives of people who suffer various vicissitudes in
their life. Generate hope, and you have done much for them.

Vocation Sunday: On 25 April 2021 we celebrate the Vocation
Sunday. It is a day to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send
more labourers. Let us motivate the young boys and girls to
make great sacrifices for God and for his people.

A Big Thanks: On 24 March 2021, we had the Pastoral
Consultation in the Seminary and after that the Recollection,
Confessions and the Chrism Mass. I am truly grateful to everyone
who was present and contributed his share in these events. Your
personal presence, free and frank expression of your observations
are precious to come to certain concrete conclusions. I am indebted
to everyone who helped to prepare for it. A special thanks to V.
Rev. Fr Joseph Martis, the Secretary of the Council of Priests
and to the Rector and Administrator of St Joseph Seminary for
their help. Even during the Chrism Mass, we had good attendance
which was very encouraging. I thank sincerely V. Rev. Fr Alfred
Pinto and everyone who were instrumental in the activities of the
day.

I wish you all a Grace-filled Holy Week and a Joyous Easter.

& Peter Paul Saldanha
Bishop of Mangalore
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OUR NEW APOSTOLIC NUNCIO

We are glad to know that Pope Francis has nominated His
Excellency Most Reverend Leopoldo Girelli as the Apostolic
Nuncio to India. We extend to him our cordial welcome and wish
him fruitful ministry.

H. E. Msgr. Leopoldo Girelli was born in Predore (Italy) on 13
March 1953. He was ordained priest for the Diocese of Bergamo
on 17 June 1978. He has a Doctorate in Theology and a Master
in Canon Law. On 13 July 1987, after completing the studies in
Diplomacy and International Law at the Pontifical Ecclesiastical
Academy in the Vatican, he joined the Diplomatic Service of the
Holy See. He served successively in the Apostolic Nunciatures
to Cameroun and New Zealand; then, he was moved to the
Section for General Affairs of the Secretariat of State. Later on,
he was assigned to the Apostolic Nunciature to the United States
of America.

On 13 April 2006, Msgr. Girelli was appointed Titular Archbishop
of Capri and Apostolic Nuncio to Indonesia and to Timor-Leste.
He received the Episcopal Ordination on 17 June 2006. In January
2011, he was appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Singapore and to
A.S.E.A.N., Apostolic Delegate to Malaysia and Brunei
Darussalam, and concurrently he was the first non-resident Papal
Representative to Vietnam. On 13 September 2017, he was
appointed Apostolic Nuncio to Israel and Apostolic Delegate in
Jerusalem, and on 15 September 2017 was appointed Apostolic
Nuncio to Cyprus. On 13 March 2021, he is appointed Apostolic
Nuncio to India. In addition to Italian, his mother language, he
speaks English and French.

According to the Code of Canon Law, Nuncio has two tasks or
offices: ecclesial and diplomatic office. The ecclesial office
strengthens the relation between the local church and the Pope.
The diplomatic office of Nuncio is not so different from the
office of other ambassadors who represent their countries.
Nunciature also establishes a relation between the Holy See and
other countries.



107 01-04-2021 Inter Nos

Often it is said that Nuncio is the ambassador of Vatican. Actually,
he is not the representative of the Vatican State but the
representative of the Pope (the Holy See). The Vatican State
emerged in 1929. Before the emergence of this Vatican State,
the office of papal representative has already existed. Therefore,
Nuncio represents the Pope not only as the head of Vatican
State (the smallest state in the world), but above all as the Head
of the Church, a vast global community.

COMMISSION FOR PROCLAMATION
AND EVANGELIZATION

Dear Rev. Fathers, The National Centre for Proclamation and
Evangelization has asked us to intercede for the whole world
through our prayers for new Evangelization. The 24™ day of
April is allotted for the Diocese of Mangalore. A copy of the
prayer service is given in this Inter Nos on pages 116-117.
Kindly observe 24th of April 2021 as a day of prayer for new
Evangelization in your parishes. Please pass on the message to
the intercession group in your parishes.
Fr Gratian Alvares
Secretary
Commission for Proclamation and Evangelization

THANKS FOR THE MISSION STATISTICS

Every year each Diocese has to submit the data concerning the
diocesan pastoral and mission activities to the Holy See. The
competent dicastery or office of the Holy See tabulates this data
and publishes it in the Statistical Yearbook of the Church.

We thank the Parish Priests for their kindness in sending the
Mission Statistics - 2020 to the Chancery. We are pleased to
present to you some data of 2020 as submitted to us. This data
concerns the number of catechists, baptisms (of persons below
7 year years of age and above), the First Holy Communion,
Confirmations and Marriages (between Catholics; mixed/disparity
of cult).
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MANGALA JYOTHI

I. Programmes for April 2021:

11 : Liturgy Seminar / Choir / Lector’s Training

18 : Liturgy Seminar/Choir/Lector’s Training - Madanthyar
18 : Extraordinary Ministers’” Training - Fajir

22 : Ordination - Diocese of Mangalore - Liturgy animation
25 : Liturgy Seminar / Choir / Lector’s Training

II. New Arrivals and other books:

BNE0BO DX — QX CROWT TOTH0 BEd
TR, TWFF0ZO 0w (Names in the Bible)
RYERO DT JPNY,; OO (Revised edition)
H3E0 Wmozeowe momee (Revised edition)
Call to Serve Him - Handbook for Altar Servers
(Revised edition)

6. Mass Candles, superior quality Hosts & Particles,
Incense are available at Mangala Jyothi stall.

T S

Director, Mangala Jyothi

PROGRAMMES OF CODP

01.04.2021 : Training on Herbal Medicines at Talapady

03.04.2021 : Training on Communicable & Non-Communicable
Diseases at Vorkady

06.04.2021 : Training on Rain Water Harvesting at Moodbidri

07.04.2021 : Recollection for CODP-ISD-Rusemp staff.

10.04.2021 : Training on Preparation of Nutritious Food at
Seethangoli
Training on Poultry and Goat rearing at Vijayadka
Training on Communicable & Non-Communicable
Diseases at Bakrabail

13.04.2021 : Training on Promoting Leadership Skills of Local
Leaders at Meenja

15.04.2021 : Training on various Government Schemes at
Talapady Bava
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16.04.2021 : Cleanliness Drive at Maniampare Training on
Existing Laws at Kotekar

17.04.2021 : Training on Existing Laws at Kayyar

24.04.2021 : Training on Poultry and Goat rearing at Amtady

24.04.2021 : Training on Rain Water Harvesting at Bajpe

25.04.2021 : Training on various Government Schemes at
Manjeshwar

26.04.2021 : Training on various Government Schemes at
Kumbla

27.04.2021 : Training on Poultry and Goat rearing at Bela
Training on Existing Laws at Kannatipara

II. Regarding Remittance of Lenten Campaign Collection:

Dear Rev. Fathers,

The following clarification is given by us in the background of
some Parish Priests asking for mode of remittance. Our Chartered
Accountant, Mr Rudolph M C Rodrigues, has clarified as below.

The Parishes must account the Lenten Campaign Collection
as Earmarked Collection. They should remit the collections
to CODP by Account Payee Cheque or by electronic means.
The Collections should not be remitted in cash as they are
earmarked collections.

ISSUE THE CHEQUES IN FAVOUR OF CODP ® MANGALORE
FOR RTGS, OUR BANK DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

ACCOUNT NAME CODP (REGD)

BANK NAME INDIAN OVERSEAS BANK
BRANCH PADAVU

ACCOUNT NUMBER | 157201000000015

IFS CODE I0BA0001572

The Parishes are not liable to consider the same while
computing the sum payable towards DCP.
Fr Oswald Monteiro, CODP
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SILVER JUBILEE OF ORDINATION

Rev. Stany Pereira, Parish Priest, Urwa, celebrates the 25"
Anniversary of his Ordination to Priesthood on 23 April 2021.

Congratulations as you celebrate your 25" Anniversary of
Ordination to Priesthood. May the Lord bless you and keep
you, fill your life with His joy and sustain you by His grace.

BIRTHDAYS

Rev. Ronald Prakash D’Souza, Parish Priest, Gantalkatte,
celebrates his 50 Birthday on 15 April 2021.

Rev. Alwyn M. J. D’Souza, Mission Director, Mangalore-Same
Mission, Tanzania, celebrates his 60™ Birthday on 25 April 2021.
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